THE AMERICAN NOVEL

inimitable France and the incomparable Italy." Nothing hur-
ries the stream of the narrative, which has time for eddies
and shallows, broad stretches of noon and deep ominous
pools. Isabel, being young and desirable, and like most of
James's heroines allowed no career beside that incident to her
sex, gets much of her education from being loved: by the too
aggressive Bostonian Caspar Goodwood,  by the healthy,
manly Lord Warburton, by her cousin Ralph Touchctt, most
light-hearted and charming of all Henry James's men, and
by the dilettante Gilbert Osmond. She marries Osmond only
to find out finally that she had been coldly tricked into the
marriage by Madame Merle, whom Isabel has thought her
best friend when the woman is in reality Osmond's mistress
anxious to get money for their illegitimate child. Something
in the intricate, never quite penetrable fiber of the heroine
sends her in the end back to her husband for the sake of her
stepdaughter, thinking, it seems, that she thereby encounters
her destiny more nobly than in any previous chapter of it.
The conclusion, on various grounds, does not satisfy, but it
consistently enough rounds out Isabel's chronicle. Praise can
hardly exaggerate the skill with which James at first warily
investigates as from without the spirit of the fresh young
girl, gradually transfers the action to her consciousness, and
henceforth with almost no appearance of art reduces his story
to the terms of her realization of her fate. In something of
this delaying fashion life dawns upon its victims. " Tis surely
a graceful, ingenious, elaborate work," James wrote of the
Portrait to Stevenson, who disapproved of it, * 'with too many
pages, but with (I think) an interesting subject and a good
deal of life and style." He might justly have said that as to
life it was unfailing and as to style all gold and ivory.

In his next two novels, The Bostonians (1886) and The
Princess Casamassfma (1886) he relinquished the advantage
of international contrast. The first deals with a group of
American oddities somewhat stridently set on improving the
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